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Notes and Notices
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° NOTICE: A NOTICE indicates either potential damage to hardware or loss of data
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This

document provides setup and general information for Microsoft®

Windows Server® 2008 operating systems.

This

NOTE: Some Dell™ systems use the De/l PowerFdge™ System Support media
instead of the De/l Systems Management Tools and Documentation media.
When using this document, substitute the De// PowerEdge System Support
media, if applicable, and follow the instructions given for the De// Systems
Management Tools and Documentation media.

NOTE: Itis recommended that you use the De/l Systems Management Tools
and Documentation media for the latest device drivers.

NOTE: For information about minimum supported BIOS versions, minimum
supported system firmware, and RAID controller driver versions, see the
Microsoft Windows Server 2008 Important Information document on the
documentation website at www.dell.com/ostechsheets.

document covers the following topics:

Completing Setup of the Preinstalled Windows Server 2008
Operating System

Using the Dell Systems Management 'Tools and Documentation Media
to Perform a Clean Installation of the Operating System

Using the Operating System Media to Perform a Clean Installation of
the Operating System

Important Information
Getting Help
Dell Advanced Software Support

NOTICE: If your operating system is preinstalled on your system, do notuse the
Dell Systems Management Tools and Documentation media. Using this media
deletes the preinstalled operating system.

NOTICE: A clean installation erases all the data on your hard drive.

NOTE: Use the Dell Systems Management Tools and Documentation media to
perform a clean installation and reinstallation of your operating system. Using
the Dell Systems Management Tools and Documentation media simplifies the

installation procedure.
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Completing Setup of the Preinstalled Microsoft
Windows Server 2008 Operating System

This section provides the necessary procedures for setting up your
operating system with the Windows Server 2008 operating system that is
preinstalled on your system.

% NOTE: Before you begin, review the documentation that shipped with the

operating system for important product information.

To set up your Windows Server 2008 operating system:

1

Connect the keyboard, monitor, mouse, network cable, power cord, and
any other peripherals to your system.

Turn on your system.

The Set Up Windows screen is displayed. Select your Country or
Region, Time and Currency, and Keyboard layout. Click Next.

The Microsoft and Dell End User Software License Agreement window
is displayed. Before using your system, read the software license
agreements that are included with each program that you ordered.

If you have read the license agreements and you accept the terms,
select the I accept the license terms option and click Next to continue
with the installation.

[E4 NOTE: The installation stops if you do not choose the | accept the license
terms option.

Type your computer name and click Start.

The system prompts you to change the administrator password before
logging in for the first time. Click OK and enter the administrator password.

Click — (right arrow). The password change confirmation screen is

displayed. Click OK.

The password must conform to the password complexity rules. For
more information about password complexity rules, see your operating
system documentation.

The operating system installation continues.
Q NOTE: This procedure may take several minutes to complete.
The Welcome to Windows window appears.

The Manage Your Server window appears.
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The Windows Server 2008 operating system is installed on your system.

If you need additional information to complete the rest of the installation,
see the documentation included with your software or see the Microsoft
Support website at support.microsoft.com.

Q NOTE: The Dell factory-installed Windows operating system is pre-activated
and does not require any additional activation steps if you reinstall the
operating system using your Dell reinstallation media.

E4 NOTE: Itis recommended that you download and install patches, hotfixes, and
service packs from the Microsoft Support website at support.microsoft.com.

Using the Dell Systems Management Tools and
Documentation Media to Perform a Clean
Installation of the Operating System

Q NOTE: If you purchased a Dell system without an operating system, it is
recommended that you use the supported version of the De// Systems
Management Tools and Documentation media to guide you through the
operating system installation. The De// Systems Management Tools and
Documentation media contains the latest drivers available at the time you
purchased your Dell system. See the Dell Support website at
support.dell.com/support/downloads for any updated drivers that were not
included on your Dell Systems Management Tools and Documentation media.

Q NOTE: To update drivers, use the Dell Systems Management Tools and
Documentation media.

The Dell Systems Management Tools and Documentation media guides you
through the operating system installation procedure and helps you to
install the Dell-specific device drivers that are not included in the
operating system media.

o NOTICE: During the installation procedure, all data is erased from your
hard drive. Itis recommended that you back up your data before you perform
this procedure.

For detailed steps on performing a clean installation of the operating system
using the Dell Systems Management Tools and Documentation media,

see the Installing Microsoft Windows Server 2008 Using Dell Systems
Management 'lools and Documentation Media located on the
documentation website at www.dell.com/ostechsheets.
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Using the Operating System Media to Perform
a Clean Installation of the Operating System

It is recommended that you use the Dell Systems Management Tools and
Documentation media to install the operating system. Only advanced
users should install the operating system using the operating system media.

The Dell Systems Management Tools and Documentation media contains the
latest drivers available at the time you purchased your Dell system. If you
use the operating system media to install the operating system, you must
install the latest device drivers located on the Dell Systems Management
Tools and Documentation media. You can also download the drivers from the
Dell Support website at support.dell.com/support/downloads.

To determine which devices require drivers, boot your system from the
Dell Systems Management 'lools and Documentation media and select
View Hardware in the System Software Manager window. The devices
installed on your system are listed on the screen.

For detailed steps on performing a clean installation of the operating
system using the Windows Server 2008 media, see the Installing Microsoft
Windows Server 2008 Using Operating System Media document located on
the documentation website at www.dell.com/ostechsheets.

Important Information

Detailed information regarding Service Pack changes and enhancements
are located on the Microsoft Windows Server 2008 website at
www.microsoft.com/windowsserver2008.

For additional important information regarding Windows Server 2008,
see Microsoft Windows Server 2008 Important Information located on
the documentation website at www.dell.com/ostechsheets.

Getting Help

If, at any time, you do not understand a procedure described in this
document or if your system does not perform as expected, Dell provides a
number of tools to help you. For more information about these help tools,
see the "Getting Help" section in your Hardware Owner’s Manual.

Additionally, technical information is available from the Dell Support
website at support.dell.com.
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Dell Software Support for Windows Server 2008

Q NOTE: The following service is not always available in all locations outside the
continental U.S. Call your local technical representative for information on
availability.

Technical assistance for Windows Server 2008 is provided through Dell
ProSupport Service or through Remote Advisory Services if you have not
purchased a ProSupport Service contract. For more information about
these services, see the Dell Support website at support.dell.com.
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