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Introduction

Gas chromatography sampling and representative
analysis of highly volatile liquefied hydrocarbons
with high precision and accuracy can be challeng-
ing. In the solution described here, a unique sample
injection device based on a needle interface and
liquid rotary valve, has been designed for sampling
light petroleum matrices with broad boiling point
distributions. The 7890A GC-based system consists
of a 4-port liquid valve, a deactivated removable
needle, and an auxiliary flow. The needle is directly
installed on one port of the valve. This compact
device is installed directly over the top of a
split/splitless inlet. The unit is operated automati-
cally just like a typical liquid autosampler; however,
the needle is not withdrawn. Various pressurized
liquid samples have been run on this device, such
as liquefied natural gas (calibration standard),
ethylene, propylene, and butadiene. Excellent
repeatability is obtained with RSDs typically below
1% in quantitative analyses.

Injection Device

The high-pressure injection device (HPLI) consists
of components as shown in Figure 1.

¢ Valve: Internal sample valve from Valco Instru-
ments Co. Inc. 4-port equipped with a sample
volume of 0.06 uL. Other rotor sizes are avail-
able from Valco Instruments Company.

¢ EPC: An auxiliary flow from a 7890A Aux
module is connected to port P. In sample
analysis, the flow can be set at 50 mL/min to
200 mL/min. The higher auxiliary flow gives
better peak shape.

Ordering Information

Order accessory G3505A. The accessory is compat-
ible with both the 7890A and 6890 series GCs.

The following components are recommended.
These are not supplied in the accessory Kit.

¢ Filter: To remove particles from samples.

¢ Restrictor: To maintain sample pressure, a
metering valve (Agilent PN 101-0355) is con-
nected to the end of the sample exit line tubing.
Restrictor is not included in accessory Kkit.

Guideline for choosing Aux flow source
7890AGC

G3471A Pneumatic Control Module (PCM) or
G3470A Aux EPC module

6890GC

G1570A Aux EPC or

G2317A PCM module

The PCM is the preferred source for both GCs.
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Sample out Typical Instrumental Conditions
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(3) Filter near ambient temperature
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(1) Valve €o-ca0)
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(3) EPC flow from
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Air, 400 mL/min

Column

Figure 1. Flow diagram of the high-pressure injection device
(HPLI).

Sample Chromatograms

Agilent pneumatic air
actuator/valve assembly
installed on the 7890A.

Pressurized Propylene

This sample is analyzed by the same conditions as
in ASTM D6159. A typical chromatogram is shown

in Figure 2.
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1. Methane 8. t-2-Butene
2. Ethane 9. 1-Butene
3. Ethylene 10. i-Butene
4. Propane 11. c-2-Butene
5. Propylene 12. i-Pentane
6. i-Butane 13. n-Pentane
7. n-Butane 14. n-Hexane
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Figure 2. Chromatogram of pressurized propylene.



Pressurized 1,3-Butadiene

Figure 3 is an example of C4 hydrocarbons analy-
sis showing 1.3 butadiene purity.
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Figure 3. Chromatogram of pressurized 1,3-butadiene.
Summa ry analytes is minimized compared to conventional

A unique sample injection device for the Agilent
7890A GC based on a unique deactivated interface
and liquid rotary valve has been designed for sam-
pling light petroleum matrices with broad boiling
point distributions from methane to as high as
C40. It is installed directly over a split/splitless GC
split/splitless inlet in a few minutes. The maximum
sample pressure is 3,000 psig, although typical
samples will have pressures under 1,500 psig. Vari-
ous pressurized liquid samples have been tested on
this device with high accuracy and precision. The
sampler is quick to install and easy to operate. As
with all high-pressure sampling systems, appropri-
ate safety precautions must be followed.

Competitive Advantages

The HPLI can be used with a wide variety of
sample streams or pressurized vessels. Because
the sampling valve is interfaced directly to the
inlet with an inert needle, loss or adsorption of

liquid sample valve systems. Compared to other
gas chromatographic vaporizers for handling pres-
surized or nonpressurized samples, the Agilent
HPLI has the following advantages:

* Better results with polar analytes such as glycols
¢ Superior inertness

¢ Low discrimination (no discrimination up
to Ci6)

¢ Flexibility: Install or uninstall in less than
10 minutes

Good for trace impurity analysis with
0.5 uL rotor

* Excellent repeatability, typically RSDs
below 1 %
For More Information

For more information on our products and services,
visit our Web site at www.agilent.com/chem.
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