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(2001: 2) captured the problem succinctly: “When scary weather is the
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health communication, fear appeal likely to backfire unless they includ

concrete help regarding what to do (Witte, 1994; Hagger and Orbell,
Rimal and Real, 2003; see also chapters by Moser; and Tribbia. Chapters 3
and 12, this volume).

In psychometric studies, weather/natural disasters are perceived as less
controllable and less dreaded than other risks. These attributes contribute
to perceptions that global warming, like weather, is uncontrollable.
Climate-related risks have been judged less controllable, less avoidable,
and more acceptable than risks not related to climate (McDaniels ez al., 1995;
Lazo et al., 2000), This is consistent with risk communication theories that
suggest that it is the interaction of perceived relevant threat and perceived
efficacy — that is, the ability to do something about the risk, to take effective
action — that precipitates action (Witte, 1994; Maibach and Parrott, 1995;
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