SECRET/REL TO USA, FVEY REQUEST #164

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
COMBINED JOINT TASK FORCE - OPERATION INHERENT RESOLVE
CAMP ARIFJAN, KUWAIT
AFPO AE 03306

IRJA 4 November 2017

MEMORANDUM FOR CIVCAS Team, Combined Joint Task Force — Operation Inherent
Resolve (CJTF-OIR), Camp Arifjan, Kuwait, APO, AE 09306

SUBJECT: CIVCAS Credibility Assessment Report (CCAR) for Allegation 1019, Al
Tabgah, Ragqa Governorate, Syria IVO| (E)X1)14a |, 20 March 2017

1. (U/FOUQ) BLUF: | assess that the allegation of civilian casualties (CIVCAS) on 20
March 2017 in Al Tabgah, Ragqa Governorate, Syria is CREDIBLE. This assessment
is based upon a thorough review of all reasonably available information, including
information pravided by CJTF-OIR and open saurce material.

2. (U) References.

a. (U/F~e4e) CJTF-0OIR Policy for Reporting and Responding to CIVCAS Incidents,
27 September 2017.

b. (U/A=GUB) CJTF-OIR Security Classification Guide, 20 October 2016.
3. (U) CIVCAS Allegation.
a. (U) Source: Airwars

b. (U) Time and Location: 20 March 2017, Time Unknown, Al Tabgah, Raqga
Governorate, Syria.

c. (U) Allegation: “According to local reports, eight members of the family of Musa
al-Habib died when their house near the al Kanissa roundaout was struck in an airstrike.
According to Shargiya Voice, ‘The international coalition launched an air raid last night
targeting al Sina'a street in the market of the town, the gas department and the home of
Ibrahim al A’bd between the church and al Shia’a mosque. There is news of martyrs
and wounded among civilians." A further report said that eight members of the Musa al-
Habib family died, including women and children. Ragga is Being Slaughtered Silently
also attributed the incident to the Coalition.”

d. (U) Discussion: The overall allegation is that on 20 March 2017, CF airstrikes
near or around the Kanissa roundabout in Al Tabgah, Ragqa Governate, Syria killed
eight civilians (including two women and three children) and injured an additional twelve
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to twenty-four civilians.

4, (SHRELTO-USAFVEY Summary of Coalition Strike Activity: On 20 March
2017, two deliberate strikes ib)(1)1.42 were conducted VO the alleged
CIVCAS location. Strike |- i1 43occurred atbiii1 42, during which @ US| (1)1 4a, (bi(e) |
dropped| (1112 | bombs on an ISIS VBIED factory with grid location
(b)(1)1 4a Strike [o)11)1.-43occurred atEx1)1.42, during which a US| )¢ 112, oiis)]

e)j14aldwepped|  ©x114a | bomb on an ISIS HQ with grid location | (b)(1)1.42 |
(Encl 1)

5. (SHREL-TO-USAFVEY) Strike Number [o)1)1.44Overview: Strike was a
deliberate strike that occurred on an “Ath Thawrah SIS VBIED Factory” at MGRS

[ b){1)1.4a iZ on 20 March 2017 under Rule of Engagement (ROE)#1)1.fta
The target was a|ibi(111.44facility, and the appropriate authority performed a|_(b)(1)1.4a
tstruck the target with (bi(1)1 42 | The strike resulted in

neutralization of one ISIS VBIED factory, which met the ground commander’s intent.
(Encls 2-3)

a. (SHRELTO-USAFVEY) Review of Supporting Intelligence: Ath Thawrah ISIS
VBIED Factory 001 was an ISIL VBIED faciory located at| (b)(1)1.4a | CJTF-
OIR J34 nominated the target. Two reports from 24-27 February 2017
indicate that the target facility functioned primarily as an ISIS IED factory. Specifically,
the IED factory was one of four HME manufacturing facilities in the vicinity of Tabaqah.
ISIS used the facility to hold the Tabagah dam and maintain control of the city. Prior to
ISIS taking contraol of the facility on 24 February 2017, and possibly as early as 2014,
the facility functioned as a commercial garage. No records were located that indicate
FMV contributed to the body of intelligence. The facility was assessed to be[ ()1)14a

bxin.4a (Encls 2 & 4) No records were located that indicate FMV was collected prior to
sfrike

b. (SHRELFO-USAACGY) Collateral Damage Estimate (CDE): Thej114CDE
call for this facility was[») 1 ¢ There were three collateral concerns (CC). The
functionality of all three CCs was a “residence.” The target was weaponeered forfo)(1 4}

| (b)(1)1.4a | The total casualty estimate (CE)
was|  (o)1)i4a | This CE was based on a CJTF-OIR DCOM approved|:yq)1.4d
| (bi{111.4a I (Encl 5)

c. (SHRELTOUSAFVEY) Battle Damage Assessment (BDA): The BDA call for
this strike was “desired weapons effect achieved,” commander’s “intent met.” A thermal
signature and smoke plumes were observed at the strike location. Post-strike, a group
of eighteen males were observed loitering arcund the target facility. Specifically, the
males interacted with debris and loitered within an alleyway south of the strike location.
Residual damage to the target facility was observed on the north corner of the building.
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The east side of the structure was damaged. Most of the impact was observed on the
road to the north of the target facility. The previously observed group of males returned
to the inside of nearby buildings. The BDA makes no specific mention of CIVCAS.
(Encls 6-7)

d. (EH#RELTFO-USAFVEY) Review of Chat Logs: On 20 March 2017 atfy1)1 4,
(b)(1)1.42, (b)dshifted eyes to the target facility post-strike. The facility was observed
burning. Atpi11.4, approximately ten personnel were observed waking towards and
around the burning facility. At + approximately eighteen personnel, coming from
and moving towards multiple directions, were observed moving around the burning
facility. The target facility was noted to still be standing. It was stated that the damage
primarily appeared to be on the road to the north but residual damage on the north half
of the target facility was observed. Atle)1)1-E, it was confirmed that the east side of the
structure was damaged. The amount of damage that resulted to the target facility from
the strike could not be determined. It was noted that the burning area was away from
the target facility and located between the facility and the roadway. Af:)1)1.4Z, the
facility was assessed to have significant damage along both the east and north sides.
From|__bii.4s_ I, several personnel were observed interacting with the burning
debris before walking out of the field of vision. No obvious signs of nefarious activity
were observed. Based on the chat logs, there was approximately one hour of FMV
coverage post-strike. The chat locgs do not mention CIVCAS. (Encl 7)

e. (SHRELTeUSAVEY) FMV: There are no records to indicate that an
intelligence, surveillance, and reconnaissance (ISR) asset observed the target facility
prior to strike. However, there is approximately 23 seconds of [ (1)1 42 (s)) |video.
Upon review of this video, there did not appear to be civilians or civilian activity near or
around the target facility prior to strike. Upon review of the approximate 10 seconds of
post-strike rover video, it appears the strike only affected the target facility and the road
located north of the target facility. (Encl 8) There was approximately one hour of FMV
obtained by ISR asset jp)(1)1.4a :::Jdpost-strike. This FMV footage could not be reviewed,
as the manager of the ISR asset was unable to locate video. (Encl 9) However, this
FMV coverage is summarized in the preceding paragraph.

f. (SHRELTFESUSAFVEY) CIVCAS Assessment: Based on all reasonably
available evidence, it is more likely than not that no CIVCAS occurred as a result of
Strike

6. (SHRELTO-USAFVEY) Strike Number|: 1)1 +}Overview: Strike was a
deliberate strike that occurred on an “Ayid Kabirah ISIS HQ" at MGRS
| (o)1)1a 2 on 20 March 2017 under Rule of Engagement (ROE}|(1)42

Encls 1 & 10) The target was aacility, and the appropriate authority performed a
ift. (Encl 11)ic1)1.4a, in§etruck the target with (b)(1)1.4a

Encls 12-13) The strike resulted in a “successful weapons impact.” (Encl 12)

3
SECRETHRELTO-UEATFVEY

USCENTCOM FOIA 18-0242L 21594 - 111442019



SECRETREL-TO-UEA-FEY
IRJA
SUBJECT: CCAR for Allegation 1019, Al Tabqah, Raqqa Governorate, Syria IVO
I (h)(1)1.4= |, 20 March 2017

a. (SHRELTO-USA-FVEY) Review of Supporting Intelligence: Ayid Kabirah
ISIS HQ Factory 001 (sometimes referred to by supporting documentation as Tabgah
ISIS HQ 003) was an ISIS HQ and fighter staging area located at| (b){1)1.4a I
Twofii1.42, b) hreports from February 2017 contributed to the facility’s characterization.
Specifically, the HQ was used by Al Hisbah - ISIS’ policing arm - to provide personnel
for fighting roles. The first floor contained a Sharia judge office, and the second floor
contained detainee jail cells. Reporting did not indicate prisoners were held at the
target facility. The facility operated next to a traffic circle that was used by ISIS to carry
out public displays of punishment, including beatings and beheadings. Prior to ISIS
taking control of the facility, it functioned as a technical high scheol. No records were
located that indicatd.ﬁmnmbuted to the body of intelligence. The facility was
assessed to be| w142 | (Encls 10 & 14) No records were [ocated that indicate
FMV was collected prior to or after strike.

b. (SHRELTO-USAACEY) Collateral Damage Estimate (CDE): The1 h€DE
call for this facility wasfc)1)1.4: There were three collateral concems (CC). The
functionality of two CCs was “residence” and the functionality of the third was “shed”
The target was weaponeered for| (0)(1)1.4a L The total casualty estimate
(CE) was| (b)(1)1.4a I bii1) 48 | among other factors, were
used to calculate the CE. (Encl 13)

c. (SHRELTOUSA-FVEY) Battle Damage Assessment (BDA): ({1140, b}e)

observed successful weapons’ impact. A possible CIVCAS was observed while
conducting the strike. One passenger (PAX) was observed on a motorcycle next to the
“building” at the time of the impact. The PAX was not observed leaving the area or
passing through the blast due to weapons’ effects. While conducting bomb hit
assessment;i1)1.4=. (bfwas unable to see any motorcycles or PAX in the immediate area
of the strike. The aircrew assessed the probability of CIVCAS was low. (Encl 12)

d. (SHRELTFOUSA-F/EY) Review of Chat Logs: There are no chat logs that

discuss or provide further details on this strike.

e. (GHRELFOYUSAVEYS FMV: There are no records to indicate that an ISR
asset observed the target facility prior to or after strike. |1}t 42, (bjisjvideo was no longer
available due to the length of time that has lapsed since the strike.

f. (SHRELTBUSA-FVEY) Additional Information: Comparison of Digital Globe
imaging that was obtained on 28 January 2017 and 23 March 2017 indicate that the
target facility was completely destroyed. (Encls 15-16) Additionally, the strike appears
to have damaged the southwest portion of the residence located immediately north of
the target facility. (Encls 13 & 16) This residence is one of the residences listed as a
CC in paragraph 6.b. above, and the exact portion of the residence affected fell within
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| (0)(1)" 4a | 20 March 2017

the collateral effects radius of the CDE. (Encl 13) Therefore, this damage was
accounted for in the CDE. Additionally, the target facility was approximately 69 meters
from a roundabout, which is most likely the roundabout mentioned in the supporting

intelligence (see paragraph 6.a. above) and possibly the “Kanissa” roundabout referred
to in the allegation (see paragraph 3.c. above). (Encl 17)

g. (SHRELTO-UEATVEY) CIVCAS Assessment: Based on all reasonably
available evidence, it is more likely than not that one CIVCAS occurred as a result of
Strike[x)1)144 The mission report specifically states that “a possible CIVCAS was
aobserved.” However, for the following reasons, it is possible that more CIVCAS
occurred than what was observedy fiew off target shortly after strike; no post-strike
video is available for review; the strike affected a residence located north of the target;
and the target was in the vicinity of the “Kanissa” roundabout.

7. (SHRELTLUSAREY) Credibility Assessment: Based on a thorough

assessment of all reasonably available evidence, this CIVCAS allegation is deemed
CREDIBLE. Specifically, it is more likely than not that Coalition strikes killed one

individual.

8. (V) The point of contact far this memorandum is the undersigned at

| (6)3) 10 USC 130b: (b)(6) |

17 Encls

1. (U) CJTF-OIR Strike Log, SHREL
USAFVEY

2. (U) Intel Pack, VBIED Factory, S#REL
USA-FVEY

3. (SHRELTFO-USAFVEY] Mission
Report, Strike [)1)1 4} SHRELUSA;
e

4. (U) SJA Legal Review, VBIED Factory,
SHRELUSAIRKE

5. (U) Targeting Pack, VBIED Factory,
SHREL-USARKS

6. (U) 116th Ml BDE Storyboard, S#REL
UEA-RVEY

7. (SHRELTFO-USARVEY [b)in)1.42, i)

Chat Log, SHREL-USAFVEY

8. (S#R-E-L—'FQ—U-SA,—F#PH: (b)(1)1.4a, (b)(6)
Video, SHREL-HEA-FVEY-

(b3(3) 10 USC 130b; (b)(6)
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9. (U) Email, 116th MI BDE, 26 OCT 17,

10.
11.

12.

13.
14.
15.

16.
17.

SHRELUSAFVEY

(U) Intel Pack, ISIS HQ, S/REL-USA,
EVEY

(U)miﬂ Memo, 18 MAR 17,

(S#R-E-L—‘FGI—USA—F—V-E—‘\C) Mission

Report, Strike [0)(1)12] SHREL-USA,
EVEY

(U) Targeting Pack, ISIS HQ, S4#REL
LUSARKS

(U) SJA Legal Review, ISIS HQ, SHREL
USA FVEY

(V) Digital Globe Image, 28 JAN 17, U

(V) Digital Globe Image, 23 MAR 17, U
(U) Image, Roundabout Distances, U

Classified By: | (6)3) 10 USC 130b; (b)(6]
Derived From: Multiple Sources
Declassify On: 4 November 2042
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SUBJECT: Legal Review of CIVCAS Credibility Assessment Report (CCAR) —
Allegation #1019, Al Tabgah, Ragga Governorate, Syria, 20 March 2017

| have conducted a legal review of the information in this CCAR. Based upon all
reasonably available information at this time, | find that:

(b}(S)

{b)i3) 10 USC 130b; (b)(6]
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SUBJECT: CIVCAS Credibility Assessment Report (CCAR) for Allegation 1019, Al
Tabgah, Ragga Governorate, SY, 20 MAR 17

1. | have reviewed the information contained in this GCAR and the supporting
evidence. Based upon all reasonably available information at this time, | find that:

a. ___ The evidence supports a finding of CREDIBLE. That is, it is more likely than
not that the CIVCAS incident occurred. | direct an investigation be conducted.

b. £ The evidence supports a finding of CREDIBLE. That s, it is more likely than
not that the CIVCAS incident occurred. However, at this time | direct no further
investigation, as no additional information could reasonably be discovered. Accordingly,
CJTF-OIR CIVCAS Cell shall close this allegation and CJTF-OIR PAO shall publish the
results of this assessment in a press release as soon as practicable.

S The evidence supports a finding of NOT CREDIBLE. Without additional
ewdence. | direct that no further action be taken by this command. Accordingly, CJTF-
QIR CIVCAS Cell shall close this allegation and CJTF-OIR PAO shall publish the results
of this assessment in a press release as soon as practicable.

MLAV-_J 2o aever T

KENNETH L. KAMPER
BG, US ARMY
Chief of Staff
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